
Bradbury & Wilkinson Co. 

Vignette Sample Book History 
Bradbury & Wilkinson Co.

• English company. Engraver and printer of banknotes, postage stamps 
and stocks certificates. London.  

• 1850: Henry Bradbury. 1856: start engraving banknotes.  

• Owner die in 1860. 1903: the company was acquired by the American 
Bank Note. 

• Countries: England, Italy, Spain, Honk Kong,  Canada, Australia, New 
Zealand, India, Persia, Finland Sweden, Norway, Ceylon, Mexico, 
Colombia, Argentina, Uruguay, Bolivia, Guatemala, El Salvador, Cuba, 
etc.  

Representative Vignette Sample Book. 

Bradbury & Wilkinson Co.

• With this sample book they traveled the world and it was 
the one they used to show the different governments the 
quality of their work. 

• This book was used with the Argentine government for 
banknote preparation contracts. 

• This book belonged to the library of Doctor Dardo Rocha 
who was Governor of the Province of Buenos Aires 
between 1881 and 1884. The book was auctioned in 1964.

Auction 14-18 sep 1964



Representative Vignette Sample Book. 

Bradbury & Wilkinson Co.

• It is bound in leather and gilded. It has a propaganda 
specimen from B&W Co. It has 104 vignettes, one on each 
sheet with a protective paper. They are vignettes of world 
notes. 

• We do not know of another book like it, in our search for 
information about this we only found some vignettes that 
have been sold individually. 

• We believe that it is a unique specimen.

First  page 



104 vignettes
1 by page 

Page size: 21 x 14 cm  

8,2 x 5,5 inches 













Examples of banknotes


















